CHAPTER XIII
THE ANGLO/INDIANS
IN Hindustan the Anglo/Indians form a brave but despised
community.   They are, as the name suggests, the offspring
of European and Indian parents.  But by neither Europeans
nor Indians are they rapturously claimed.  Their bravery con/
sists in that they have done much, and are doing more, to
carve out for themselves an independent economic future.
The new Government of India Act provides for them to a
limited extent only.  In the past,  Government was not
unkindly to the Anglo/Indian.  It saw in him a patient and
willing servant whose knowledge of the country and its
languages was an admirable asset.  But an India in Indian
hands creates a different atmosphere. The poor Anglo/Indian
is neither a foreigner nor a native; he is something that the
unimaginative hand of legislation has no model for; it,
therefore, almost completely ignores him. He has little social
status excepting in his own community, and for him caste
and its graces are impossible.
And yet Anglo/Indians play a useful part m India. As
railway officials they are unmatched; in the Customs services
they can do much that a European would not consider and
an Indian would not dare. The police are glad of them,
and so are many commercial firms which need a European's
services at a low salary. Many Anglo/Indians have worked
under me in Calcutta and elsewhere. I have a deep respect
for them. They have vices and frailties. Frequently, they lack
dignity and more frequently they imitate the worst in humanity
believing it to be the best. But when we remember that they
have had little to sharpen observation and less to winnow
experience we are forced to admit that they are a really remark/
able community. They sometimes anticipate an insult because
they have an unconscious knowledge of inferiority, but when
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